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YL GUEEN VIR TRE

(ommissioner Fitz John Porter’s Assault
on the Comptroller.

-

INSTRUCTIVE RETROSPECT.

AN

Who Voted to Swell the City Debt |

by Millions ?

General Fitz Joka Porter, Cutumissioner ol Pablie
Works, has addressed the following spicy letter to
Comptroller Green. It contains an instruciive review
ot the oficial Lo of the latter and a caustic criticsm
upon bis reflections on the recent management ol the
Departmen: of Public Works: —

Dreartanst oy Proue Womrks, |
Crry Hawne, Nxw Yokk, Novramoe, 1830 )
Bon. Axonxw H Guexs, Cotptroller of the City of

New York:—

Sin—0n the 2d of September you addrossed a letter
o His Honor the Mayor, retiecting spon his supposed
lnattention Lo what you wers pleaced 1o berm ho waste-
ful eapenditure of the public moneys through
shis pariment. The Muyor forwarded the letter
L0 me—an uRBecessary alieuiion cb his
do pot detalp ap eipeciant publie—buy
the resiraints of official couriesy, promptly give your
oticial correspondence o the press.  To your lebber 1
wreplied September 20, and sought Lo anawer your aliege-

i because, bolding an ollee of dignity aud power,
’:nru by =omne people supposed W hHa, I’gli 1 purpom;
%o show you are nol—a person whose st is are

| over thirty-thres per cent for wirk of squal quantity

Art, a8 you °
L!nnnﬂnt

in eacn cass, forwardod to you. o may add that,
:ﬂk excepions inscparable frmm the employment of
large numbers of mes, the inspeclors have proved
thompelves competont o dlmhnrﬁ:l thoir duties Your

wive than in payment, 81 & ressonable anproxiniation to e
smarket ralon, (G0 services pertorined or material fumished Lo
she gity. In thay manper | must gonkinge to periurs my
Futctions s the head of this departinent

The sation was placed on fle

own lite demonstrates the facs ¢ men uilen s

that they possess ability to conduct othor businoss
than that for which they were trained. A public
ollicor masy be misled by confidence reposed i Lho
source of recommendation, as you have oocasion o
kuow (n your own dopartmest  You convey a
fuiwe Impression whea  you asscrd that o blind |
wan was appointed by me to be an mapector, 1 Lave
the evidence of the ongineers of the burean In which |
tho man referred (o was employsd that he is vot blind, |
and [ am assared that, although on the of his
first vasit Lo your oflee he was suflering from a tem-
porary injury in one eye, and wai aceompanicd by his
son to identily him for moeat, ou the second visit
that defect dift pot exist.  Tho plece of work—an up-
dergrotnd drain—which he supervised has been fin-
ished, and b{ cotnpotént engineers bhas boen declared Lo
be not exeolied in quality.

The testimony that will moat (nlerest onr taxpayers,
as Lo the sconomionl conduct of (e alisirs of this de-
partment, will be found in the comparative cost of
ejqual work under my care mnd ihas berotolore con-
dueted yoder the cure of others. [ may, nnder the |
circumstances, properly auticipate my oflicial anpual |
report, and say now that the suving to the city will by

and quality. You can scarcely claim cradit for this |
1 um wall aware of the dunger of prosecuting public
work by days' wages, and 1 am aware that evils may
and do beeur under the wystem.  But 1 fnd that the
system was bogun and that (4 whs advocdted by you, |
and what you for a long time justified it agd condemnod |
the contract system. |
[Here follows s quotation from Mr. Green, strongly
Indorsing the duyw’ work system for city work, espe. |
clally ia laying of Croton waler plpes | ’

APPOUNTHENTS,

Al to the appointments, (L has bean the mistortane of
our governments—fedoral, State and municipil—to
bave appolatmonta largely influenced by political con-

sideratioua Even the Civil Servicy Iaw of
the federal government dows wol seem  to |
bave livod an active life, The Park Dopart.

mient hag been no exception in this matter of politi-
1 in makipg sppoiniments to office. In |

‘entitied to respect. My correspondence with you and
sbout you bas thus far been conducied with patience
wad court=sy. 1 mincerely regret that the tone
wi your leiter and the inaccuracy of your Male-
“ments, compel me now o planer langusge than 1
should in ancther case have chosen. With your charac-
teristic arrogant and disrespectiul linguage in your
communication t¢ the Mayor, our commuon supsrior
offieer, | buve here nothing to say ; but you imistake the
Judgment of refiecting men if, by intemperate io
wnd unfounded chumm sook to make thew beieve
that ':i:,"““y. {ns ladgm‘.l n ‘yon and that every-

body b ou b Cump-
troller when bad

men had recently sacked the city
trensury, and yon ress to official distinction by apparent
contrast with thom, The times have changed, and the
men who now Ul offfecs over which you assume the
fupction of n chiel detective are at lpast your pours in
wil things, and sowme of them are |n many respects yoar
superiors, 1t may be well W consider wheiber you can
uflord to artalgn we or them, unless your proofl IS ms
wall in hand, or as attaioable, a8 iz other prool i which

your persopul inieresis are not small .
Wil these remarks, which are of no gpecial coneern
porhaps, 1 come to the iexi of your late
Intter Lo the Mayor. As a coptribution to lteeature
that portion of your lewter which seams 1o be [ntended
for & lustery of the parks |= interesting, and somoe
of it may be veracivus, Lf, however, you eonsider that
jnivalent for the portion of tbe sum of

$7,600, paid

the ks, taxpayers may doubt your esti-
mats p:fr 1ts veloe, though it is all they have
had a3 yot for the money. The oflicial history of the
parks from 1868 to 187T2—that bistery which i w0 be
found In the records of the Park Depariment, and with
which you, a8 the ruling spirit, then, bave s peculiar
obligation to be famillar—does not sustaln your state-
aenta  lu my letter of the 20th September, 1 asserted
that you were responsible for expenses of upenings of
sireets and other lands to the amount of $23,245 320 18,
mnd I then gave the llems as follows . —

The follewing are the principal streat and perk ”“mﬁ‘
maade ot the applicstion of Androw H, Green, as Cowmpiroller
wod Trewsurer of the Centenl Park .—

Faventh svenue (widening), 110th strest to
Harlem Biver k L 3 $4L2812 97 |
492,367 00 |
BUS ......0o .- SRR Bk P s g & vy et 3 a1
g:u-umm. Fifty -ninth street to 100th street. 3907018 20
“laga at Filth avende and Fifty-ninth sreet LUR590 50
Avonue S5t Nichulas and widenlog Maohattan
whreet. . ... T GEp 488 26
Twelfth avenus, Filiy-ninth to 153d street ... 454,315 OU
Highbriden I'sek. ..o.qciipsonginssssas 483 H2T DO
Furk and 5. crnrres Lo T30 B3 40
Triangle mt Boulevard, Nioth avenue and Hix
sy-Ahind strent, ... ooeiis - - 153,480 00
Rivarside Furk snd aven 6,178,960 =)
Drondway widening. . L, 805
10Uk WELOOE WIdEDIDE . .o ovsroeiaiiaranes e 155 4 00
lileventh wyvenue, north of 1504 street....... TLH.T00 00
................................... S0, T04, BB 16

on the ap-
nof the Department uf?\ull.ll Porks,

Mr. Green belsg wiill 4 member —
Trinngle at HBoulevard, Niuth svenus snd
BUEAP-olxth BLrWOL. . oyrrenrrpansparanacinns
evard. from 15050k stress to [uwoeod street

52,232 00
1,009 875 02
ADEADTIdEe POt <ouiviaiianrrsranananas S 1,571,

1n some cnses made after the date you

could have been made with your untecedent suthor.
fiy, my siplements remain correct

moment U dled your maps as required by law, the
lands sberein mapped out to be taken for public use,
ware condemned, and the city became by your act re-

you to yourself oot of the public purse |
in 18508, lor cognging to write 4 proper history of |

134 00

Total cost of OPEEIOER . covvvrsrasnrinmnesns B 348 025 18
You roply that “‘this is & misrepresentation,’ and
that during the tine you were In tbe service of that
dopartwent, the total expense incurred for such objeots
wmounied to only $1,456, 472 50. As the awards were

name, your
assertion is plausible, but a8 pone of those awards

in fuck The b::in department bas been urgently asking the power

cil 1

1846 the Park Department expended $001 207 &4 on the
Boulevard improvement for days' lsbor; and inthe
fall of that veur Mr. Ficlds was elected to the Assem-
biy from the district in which the work was located. It
may have been admitted by one of my subordinates to
the Senste Commities that political appointments were
made In this dopartment; but 1 cun truly assert that
no appointments bave ever been made here unlioss
there was sotual work 1o be performed for which |
the applicants were deemid competent.  Itis nlso true,
8 was stated belore the committes, that in Do cuse
where lncompetency has boen shown have 1 hesitated
A moment in removisg tho officer. [ have more than
once requested you to (ndicate to methe presence of
unft or ipeflicient men in thisdepartment, but you
have kept sllent upon that subject (o direct eommyni-
cations to me, and the Senate Commities was your pre-
ferred channel lor couveying the (nlormation, Those
who know you bave vo difficulty in dwining rensons |
for that course, [ win sorry to say shat, from my
entrance upou the dulies of this offics, 1 have
experienced nothing but  interference on  your
part, and obstructions Lo iy efforis to make a succoss-
ful adminstration of this departmont, On the 15th of |
April lnse you required me to dispense with the time |
honor:d system of triplicate vouchers, which is one of |
the strongest guards agalpst fraud, and |8 thoe only |
means of keeping & correct nccount of expenditores and |
balances, und In ike’stead you demanied that the system
ol single vouchors be substitated. Under tho former |
eystem each creditor of the city had to give this depurt- |
ment triplicates of each ll; ooe of these was Kept |
here und was compared with the (riplicate returued by |
your department alter payment.

Actual collusion between this department aod the
Finance Department had to take place under =uch a
gyatem to render fruud  possible. Against wy remon-
strance, you despotioally broke down this ealsguard,
which could by no pessibility do any harm, Under it
all red or changes iu ae ware promptly
reporied to this department, Not onllz did your de-

rtment “audit and control,” but this department

vonstant evidence of the eXxact chaunge you

had made or the exact amonnt pald It
had also the means of fixing whore it
might belong the res ibility for improper |

should be attempted. Yei this
uniform and si triplicate record of Lthe city pay-
mentz—almost abolisk the dang ing from ac-
cidental or intentional destruction or abstraction of
vonchers—yod have broken op without assigning sny
Teason, but o “promote uniformity and simplhieity® in
the form of ring acoounts, aad this existed at the
time. A section of the eharter, which was intended to
g!ve you power to increase the security of the city in
matters of accounts, you have porverted and have
made & gource of danger to the Treasury., A digcussion
6 b0 whal your tmolives are {5 not germune Lo this note
TUE OUETRUCTIVE POLICY.

Notwithsianding your record as an officlal favoring
large aod un expenditures of the public
money, your prosent "‘Ne“ ia that of reform and re-
trepcliment, To thw no reasonable objection will be
made. But anxious k8 all clusees of citlzens are to
adopt & sound pollcy of retrenchment, they will
promptly  distinguish between a mere obstructive
policy and genwine reform. Your imterference with
the duties of this department, over eince your we-
cession to the Comptrollership, bas cripplod 1t ex-
tending the system for giving the ¢lly a better supply

transactions, 1
mple

| ATPLICATION YOR

of water, and to it, through your influonce, |8 mainly
due the failure Lo secure authority for additional mains
to increase the supply of water in the lower and busi.
uess portions of the city, which were needed upa de-
, mauded a8 orgently as now for the preservation of
praperty, A notable instance of the dumuging

of your obstrugtive interference has just ocenrred. The
fire which destroyed a large smount of property in Nas-
Bau and Ann streets, a fow days ago. could readily have
Lren checked bad the Croton mains been lald which

do,
If you think property halders and (psurers are likely
to mistake your “‘policy' in these wmatters for true

sponsible {or the cost of the impro 9 or
later, a8 the openings might take place. In the
Jurther prosecution eof the Investigation into the
records referred to ‘your mind will be refreshed, not
oply a8 to the goneral Listory of the parks, but of yoar
persistont leadership inevery movement that looked
to the purchase and working of other property that
you say ‘‘was not reqaired for miny years. '

RIVERSIDN PARK.

Genperal Porter proceeds to state Mr. Green's agency
in the acquisiton of lands for Riverside Park from the
time, Augost 11, 1564, when Mr. Green offered the first
resolution for it, till August 2, 1872, when its value was
fixed at over $0,000,000. He shows that Thomas O,
Fielde, on June 19, 1572, offorsd a resolution to stop the
proceedings; Dillon voted with him, but Green and
Olmstond voiing in the negative the motion was lostand
Lhe job permanently saddlied upon the city. In reference
to Mr. Green's ussertion thal (rom 1370 to 1872 he had
no influence (o the Board iL |5 momioned thut the
record shows bim helping to elect himsalf treasurer in
1870, with $008,000 Lo disbuoree; on May 24 he voted
with the majority 10 aequire lasd to widen Kingsbridge
road | September, 27, 1870, he helped to take land for
¥ort Washington Park.  In aschedule appended to the
lotter nre Gref allupons to several huodred cases tn
which Mr, Gireen voted, tmost of them calling for the
expendiiure of (he public monmvy, Of 120 resolutions
passed Lotweon April 20, 1870, aud November 2, 1872,
calling for §8 568,713, there wers thirty-two offered 'by

Mr. Green, 107 paseed with his vote and thirteen with- |

out it.  Mr. Greun is slluded ro as the promoter of the

scheme for the parade ground st [owood, the designer |
“Plaea, "' Fifly-pinth sireet |

eof the “Circle’ and the
and Eighth and Fifih avenues; be is noted as voting to
buy “Highbridge Park,” and us being responaible ‘‘for
the unmocessary and extravagant width of the Soule.
wards and of Bixth and Eevenih and 8w Nicholas ave-
nuea '’

These, your own bantlings, you now denounce as
nraﬂlpnl& forgetting your ?ublllhed pathetis  appoils
“for rapid improvements, '’ und for cullews oven Inlo
Weatohoster coanty.  So long as you remained the su-
preme power in the Park Board and were Lhe digpenser
of the patronnge and funds of the department, all went
wall, and *‘publie improvements® wers urged forward,
Now you 0o longer control the works or dispenss that
patronage and {4 suits you to losist that the worka
uust be stopped.

ASHOCTATION WITH TOM PIELDS,

As before remsarked, 5ou have referred to Thomas O,
Firlds as & “cunniog and sorrupt ropresentative and
efMciont ald of the King.” You h every opportu-
nity to know Lim weil Yes I find by the Jouroal of
the Park Commission this record . —

“For six of the sixteen years you were together in
the service of the parks each gave his vote ln favor of
the oller for the position o which he was clecled,
Treasurer or decretary, [t was on motion of Mr.
Field that your sals as  Treasurer of the
Purk wia increased In 'Iuno. 1866, from $7,500 to

$1000 por aunum, and that (by an srrangement which -

baa sinos been sigmatiood as * grabbing”’), the
lucrease was made to date back to Jenuary 1 of that
yaur, Yau seem to have favored the back pay system
Lthen and prior, in 1809, though only for the benefis of
yoar own pockel. The records further show that in
July, 1868, Mr. Fielin secured Lo you the payment of
$7,000 exirs compensation 1n part for complilng the,

ot, unsesn “Huastory of the Parks ' The same day
andon Mr. Fields' motion, leave of abasnce was given
you for pinety dags o wmil Korope. When you pe-
tirged, and on  motion of Mr  Fields again,
¥ou woere paid by the aopartment §1,0600 for

the expenses of the irip, whough you arew your sulary |

Tor the whole time of your absenca
Fieids' moton, andfby your own vate with his, that the
city paid the coss of lobbying st Aibany and of youre ox.
penses there, and also that the house on Groat 8110 was
fitted up ot the exponwe of $14000 as & residoncs fur
you. 1y apponrs whenaver an increans of salury
was 1o bae voted, Flelds offered the resoiution, and both
ha and you voled for ik Be, 100, of resolutions grant-
fng you leave of abuenior to go abrosd with no dimisy
tion of pay, ke, ke, ke,  These wers friendly snie
very—ais b-wnnd;nu aud thin “eonning aud corrups
representative sod eflcient aid of the Ring.
DEFARTMENT OF PURLI WORKA
You refor 1o ihe wasteful manner i which, as yon

allnge, the afairs of this department are now conducted, |

and give especinl altention L the previous occupation
of some of the inspectors  You alse state \hat upon
the.r inspection my demand in made upon your depart.
ment for paym of employ#a.  Heplving to these
satemonis in |nverse order, | remark that payment ia
not made ypon the certificats of thems inspeciors, and
that il work bas from tims 1o time Anally W undergo
the inepection of competent mectanics and also
of educkted

and trosy englueers, and his you
kpaw whet yoo wrote, the  certificais
af  such lospection  sccompanies  tho wouch- |

H earpestly desirsd and by the side of whose official

¥, you underrate their sonse snd Ooal Judg.
mon,

Finally, I had not forgotten that upon my acceasion
1o this otfice, you had the temerity 1o say 10 me, upon
an pceaslon, which yon have not forgotten, svhat if 1 did
oot rid mysellf of the nfluences about me in this de-
nu-:m-rm and down there (polnting toward the

ayor's oflice), you wonid ‘‘make mo fesl your
power." The prompt
from gnch an exhibition of insolence secms o bave
been a retraction of your words only and not an aban-
domnment of the purposs to attempt what the words ox-
pressed.  During my continuance in this office I shall
failiully endeavor to perform ita duties, unconcerned
as to the opinion of oow whose co.operation 1 onon

record | shail fear no comparigon,

Respecuully, FITZ JOON FORTER,
Commissioner of ablic Works

WHO IS MAYOR OF NEW YORK?
His Honor Mayor Wickham has been absect from his

| John Kelly mthe marsbes of Lon

office for several days, sod visitors are wondering where
be m. Ounoe authority places him in Pluladelphia, meas-
uring the dimenstons of the Centennial buildings mod

| enjoying the bospitalities of the city suthorities;

another says that he |a shooting “‘canvas backs'' with

spother puts bim o training for u New Jersey tox haot,

| President Lewis, of the Board of Aldermien, is acting

Muyor, und was yesterday recognleed as the Muyor by
the Board of Aldormen. An Alderman inclined t joke

on grave subjects suggested thal Mr, Wickbam bus |
| THE EXECUTIONS—LETTER FEOM THE GOVERNCR

ncied apon the sdvice of the Hemarn, and taken s trip
to Europe.

BOARD OF ALDERMEN,

COMMINSIONEE PORTER AND THE WORKINO- |
MEN—NO ADVANCE TO BE MADE IN WAGES.
1o the al of the Presid

was called to the chair yesterday in the Board of Alder.

men.  Among the petitions presented was one sigued

by fifty property owners on Forty-second streel, con. |
eenting Lo the ruuning of & line of stages on the stret, |

to connecs the Grand Ceniral depnt with the  Elevated
Rallrond. It waa referred to the Committee on Streets,
A petition from the Bricklsyers' Association, repre-

appropriste commiliee,
A communication was received from the Polioe Com-

|
|
senting 5 000 mochanios, was read and referrod to the |

miskioners, recommending that aotbority bo given |

them to fill in the gunken meadows on the southeast
glde of Randall's Tsiaod with fresh ashes, to be covered

over with pare wmoil It in claimed that
the land thos recimmed o the ety will be
worth  §1,000,000, and such proposed Improves

mond will coable the Streer Cleaning Department
to ind a recoptacte for the surplus wabies that may be
gathered during the winler,
munication was & certificats from-Comm ssioner Blani,
of e Board of Pllot Commssioners, sisting that the
proposed work would not interrupt navigation.

Alderman McOurthy saked that it ho Jald over, tha |

the people of the Twenty-third Assembly disirict, who |
He, thore. |

are interested, may bave something vo say.
fore, meved that it be referred W0 le Commitiee on
Roads,

Commiszioner Portar, in responses to the resolution
of the Bowrd seking heads of deparimenin if they in

of luburers to §2 per day, sent a long communice

:-un. in which he declines 10 comply, for she reasons |
It wasby Mr. | tpat om  the

@b ol June, afler an inter.
view with & committee of the DBoard of
Aldermen, he addressed a  lelier w0  the

commiilee, stating the reswons why the preseni rate
of wages had been ndapted. The rensons stated n
that communication why the rute should nob be ju-
oreased still exiel, Le said; and, Indeed, there are now

| Mtronger reasons bocause the markes rates of Jabor are

oven fower thun they were then, and conederabiy
luwer than ke Agures by tlis departinent aliowed,

| The Sommisnionor's note concludos ks follows:—

Yon nre aware thai the law makes it incambent nol wpon

i ihe Common Councll, bot upun snch o1 the several exeis.

tive depurtuienis of she oty government s A5 for laell tha
ralas o?\u,n- by it paid  That function hes been sxercised
by we, s Commnissioner of Publie Works, with & profound
eanee of ihe obilpstion which 8 spen ma o to sdminiser
my wrust wn o fulll my dety o the whole community and

e Ml cinmnes

1t 1s w0t Likely thut any Individanl member of the Board
habinaliy pays to such fibm'en GF WOrKmen as m o
rlnyad by him, st his own eXpones, wiges YRry o Hrably
N exeens of the market rates, nxcept when he gives sway
bin monay aa a graidty or in ohiarity, and | sm un'irl?in‘ o |
suppons that sy member of the Board, Il Oling the respon- |
witiin uffice now seeupied by e, would sdmioieens 0 obhor-
winh than undar & senss of afuu_v‘ or would nllew poblie
Bauae ve Uodor Lis cLarge W be 1IA0HFand ts sratinitios e ot oo

apology which was reguired |

[eland, while still |

t Alderman Bhandley |

SR S S

Accompanying the com. |

The goneral order empowering the Commissionor af
Public Works 10 lay waier pipes, mains, &, to enlargo
the distribubion of the Croton water in the oity, and
eapecially in the two new warda, and to supply 4he
falnnds i the Enst River, was Jodt by a vole of 4 to &

The Doard adjouroed sb four P M, sud will meet
again ou Thursday.

THE CONVICTED MURDERERS.

WRITS OF ERBOR AND BE-
VIEW OF THE OASK OF THE THREE CON-
DEMNED NEOROES DENIED—A FINAL AND
UNBUOOESSFUL EFPORT ON BEHALF OF
DOLAN.

At the sitting of the Suprome Court, General Term,
yeatarday, before ChiefJustice Davis, Judges Brady and

Duntels, spplication wus made for a review ol and a

roversal of judgment in the cases of William Elis, |

William Thompson and Charlos Weston, the ooegroes
now under sentence of death for the murder of
the Jew poedlor, in Lydig's woods, noar West Farms,
In Septembor last  Messra, Kintzing and Mott, coun-
sol for the condemned, obtained a writ of error, and,
a8 Judge Duvis mato it returuable forthwith, the arga-
moent was immediately procsoded with, District Attor-
ney Phelps and Mr. Rolling appearing for the prose,
cution,

It was argued by counsel that the Court of Oyér and
Terminer acquired no jurisdiction to try the indictment,
The ipdictmont wus found and filet in the Court of
General Sesxinns, and, in opposition to the wighes of the
prisoners, was transferred to the Courtof Oyer and Ter-
mioer, alter lssues joined. The uot authorizes the trans-
fer of un Indictment tor trial only, sayiog nothing about
the transfer after lasue joinod, The District Attoruey
selectod the Court of Goneral Scesions as the tribunal
in which to indiot, he arraigaed the prisoners, and upon
this arraignment iasoe was joined. 1o the case of a
conviction in the Court of General Sessions, an appel-
laie court bas and it 18 its duty to review the whole
case de novo, and do pubtauntinl justice; it hos the
power to reverse the judgmont (o case of an erronecua
ruling, without any exécption taken at the trial, while
the Court has po power in case of conviction in tho
Court of Oyer and Terminor to reverse a conviction
upon the facts, no mutter how unjust the verdiot,
without an exception. The prtsoner had & vegted right
to be tried in the Court of General Sesslons, issue
having been joiped upop the fndictment; the Court
had no right to transler the indictment, in which trans-

ferring the prigoners were deprived of certain privi- |
| legos couferred by tho mgt of 1855,

It wak furiber
contended that the prisoners interposed a challenge to
the array of pewit jurorson tho ground that the papel
was improperly drawn, having beon drawa by Thomas
Dunlap instead of Douglds Taylor. The Districs Attor-
ney demurred lo the plen, defendants joined in the
demurrer and the Court gave judgment for the people
upon this demurrer. The District Attorney, Ly the
demurrer, admiatted all the fuets wlleged in the plea
The Revised Statutea prévide the mode and manner of
drawing petit jurors for lhe Oyer and Terminer, and
that {5 by the County Clirk, Sherifl’ and Judza. So far
a3 this question ls concetnod it 18 no matter whetber
Duntap or Tuylor was Caumissiontr of Jurors; neither
had u[v right 0 summon the jury; buving
wo lawiul right or suthority 1o raw the
jury it follows that the persons so drawn were not a
lawiul jury.  Again the Mayor bad no authority to re-
move Douglas Taylor from the office of Commissioner
of Jurors and appoint Thomas Dunlap to that office.
The act under which fhat power ia claimed related to
the ‘city of New York and not to the county, The
offlice of Commisgioner of Jurors 18 u county offles,

TAMMANY HALL.

THE FORFEITURE OF IS CHARTER—HOW THE
BOCIETY CAN DR DISSOLVED—ORFINIONS OF
LEADING LAWYHHS,

[From the Evening Post, |
The recent pablication in the Evening Poef of » his-
tory of the Tammaoy Socioty has atiracted much at-
tentton to the lega! standing of that body, In view of

Its notorious departure from the objecta of Its [neor-

poratiou. The charter, which we recently guve in

full as it was grantoed by the Legisl in 180, pro-
vides that the members of the Socloty may hold real

and personal property fo thelr porat p

Xpross no oplnion AR to tne Mota in regard to the onar-
itable wark of the soclety, alithough he thought avery.
one would de kurprised Lo learn of soy charitable work
done by it beyond Its large oantributions to the pub-
lie debt and by i gifta of olllceholders to the public
BOTVI08.

NOTEWORTHY OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON THE
DOWNFALL OF TAMMANY,
Undoubtedly it (the Tammany Soociety) should be
abolished, like aey other evil.—ZLockport (V. ¥.) Jowr-
nal (rep.)
It is socret in its operablons and ils work s woll
t‘:;',l o be public plunder. —Lockport (V. ¥.) Journal
‘"_ bas made soms Iwrge dividonds on vory small in-

"
“ar the purposes of enabling them better to carry into
effect the benevolent purpose of aflording reliel to the
indigent and distressed, " ‘fhe preamblo to the aot of
incorporation sets forth the object of the Soclety Lo be
Ughe purpose of affording Pellel Lo the distressed
mombers of the sald asgociation, their widows and or-
phans, and othera who may be foutd proper objects
of their charity.” No other object I8 named o the
charter,

Appiication has been made toa number of leading
lawyers to ascertain their opinions as to the legal
grounds existing for acompulsory dissolution of the
sogiety, and the methods whioh can be wdopted to

) And the bers of tho firm will, we pro-
sume, bo loath 1o close up business and disband. —Lock-
portdN. ¥.) Journal (rep.)

It hins been the instrument of  cabal of selflsh and
naprincipled democrals o win and retuin power, nod
to aotually dafeat and destroy that influsnce of the
poople in shaping governmoent which our gonstibution
sud laws guarinteo to them. —Lebanon (Fu.) Courier
(rep.)

It enabled Tweed, Tilden and thelr confiréres to dom-
|nato for years in New York politics, and Tilden to-day
Is using It to strongethen his prospects for the Prosi-
denvy,—Lebanon (Fa ) Courier (rep,)

The pross I8 making a most vigorous war on It, de-

reach this end It bhas boen uly
among laymen that the Logialature had power Lo re-
peal or modily the churters of all private dorporati

ey -

ding ths repeal of (ks charter and (s consoquent
desiraction, and the people are becomlog arousad to its

but in this case the remedy for abuse appesrs o He
wholly In the courts, At least this was the oplnion of
the lawyers consulted who were willlng to pronouuece a
definite judgment, It also appears that there is ade-
quate provision of law for the dissolution of all corpo-
ratlong which misuse thelr  chartered privileges, oven
if those are not dependeont upon the will of the Logisla.
ture.

Ex-Attorney General Francis C. Barlow, when ques-
tioned upon the subject, eaid that he belleved there
wag  mufficient  legal cause for depriving the
Tammuny BSocioty of its charter. The power to
do ®o, however, did not rest in the Legisis
ture. Fince the decision of the famous Dart-
mouth College case Ly the Supreme Court of the United
States, in 1818, it had been held that an act of incorpo-

ration, unless specially limited, could not be repealsd
or materially allered by a Htate Legislature, on the
ground that it wius a conteact within the meanmg of
the provision in the Constitution of the United States
which forblds any State to pass a law impairing the ob.
ligations of contracta. After this decigion |t became
the practice In this State to Insert a clause (n ncte of in-
gorporntion making them repealablo at the pleasure of
the Loginlature. Finally, in December, 1827, u general
law waa passed, as follows:—

The churter of every sorporation that ll!ul'l ‘glr.alftu_t. El

evil ch , and soc that with it lo successful opera-
tion the legitumate power of the citizen cannot be ox-
croised. —Lebanon (1. ) Courier (rep.)

We ase evidenoes throughout the conntry of a rising

tagoni to the infl that different secrot sooi-
oties have beom . oxerting on political affairs for some
years past.  This influence has been felt in almost all
sections of the country; and as it in in direct war with

CHAMBER OF COMMFRCE.

QUESTIONS OF INTEREST TO THE COMMEGCE OF
NEW YORE—THE CUDAN DIFFICULTY -VICE
PRESIDENT WILBON'S DEATH.

The Chamber of Commoree held its montlily meoting
yeiterday afternoon, President Bamuel D, Babcock m
the chair,  Among those present wore Messrd Willinm
M. Vermilys, Bamusl B. Ruggles, Elior €. Cowdio, B
L. Solomon, Willism J. Peake, George W. lLone aod
William E. Dodge.

The following nominations, reported on beha!! of the
Executive Commitiee by Mr. G. W. Laun, for member-
ship, were slected . —

Francis B. Aruol, Aogust G, Blume, Marshall T,
Davidson, Lyman R. Greens, Samuel W. Johuson, Enos
F. Jounes, Lowell Lincoln, Jacob Lorillard, Kinil Oviber-
man, A. L, Richards, John P Townsend, Bartow W,
Van Voorhis, Joseph 0. Willlams, Hengy E. Nowmiih,
George 13, Lunt, Charles L. Wright, James A Van
Bruny, Ferdinand A. Crooker, Charles K. Jayno, J. H,
Winchester, Frauklin Woodrufl, Vernon 8, Brown.

The Executive Committee, which was direcicd at the
* November mesting ko report s momorial in fuver of the
passage, for the second time, by the Legislature of ithe
resolution passed at the last session proposing ss
amondment to the constitubion committing the

MANAGHMENT OF THE UANALS

to the soledirection of s superintendent of public works,

uskod, through Mr. Rugglea, leave for further time,

until the regular meeting o January next, to prepare
and submit such momorlal. The Chamber was aware

Lat under tbs order the Exncutive Commitios, during

the last season of navigation, had taken achive meas-

ures Lo astertuin the actual depth of water in the Erie

Cunal and exigting obstruckions to its navigation.

The report made by the enginesr employed, which

the spirlt of a free gover t by tho peaple, it
be tolerated and will not be tolerated, when public at-
tention 18 directed to it —Lebanon (Pa.) Courier (rep.)

For three gensratlons the democratic party of Now
York, and iucidentally of the mation, has been subjecs
to the arrogant and ontrugeous sway of Tammany Hall;
and now that pubilie opinlon hus delesied thas power, b
Is urgod by the New York papers, at least by the Times
and the Huiavn, thas it ealy remains tor the people who
are mors immediately ioterested to make the over.
throw of Tummany certaim and conclusive, by compel.
ling the Leglalature to puss an act abolishing whe clarter
of that corrupt aud preposierous organlzation—Quincy
() Wiig (rep.)

In a free government like durs thers |8 no excuse for
& aecret political soctely, and such socletion can only be
regarded as comspiracies against the rights of all the

grantod by the Legdsluture shall be wuby)
suspension and repeil (o the di tion of the Legisl
General Barlow sald that the charter of the Tammany
Boeciety could not come within the operation of any of
thase lmiwtions, ns it wes granted in 1805, The case
of the soclety would, hawever, come directly within
the provisions of law which relate 1o the misuse of cor.
porate powers and provide a remedy by judicial pro-
condings,
Bection 430 of the Code s ns follows: —

An action mey ho krought hg the Attorney Genaral In the
name of the penple ol this Siute on leave granted by the
Supreme Court, or o Judge tharouf, for the purposs of vaeal-
fng the charter or aunulling the exiat ufl W eor i
ather than municipal, whenover such eo ation shall—
Pira—OfMond against any of the provisious of the wct or
neta eronting, altering or renewing such corporation ; or,
Second—Yiolate the Pfarl.llonn of wny luw by which euch
oorp shall have furfoited lw charier by wbuse of its
POWETR; O,
Third—Whenever it shall have forfelted Ita privileges or
franchines hy fuilure 1o exerciss [ty powers; or,
Fowrth—Whenever it whall have done or omittad suy act
which amounta to a sirren:
legon and
o

L LH
‘fﬂ—“‘hau It shall exercise s franchiss or privilege not
nforred upon it by lnw.
And it ahall be the duty of the Attorney Oeneral, whenever
he |hj'i'l have reason to .'hgitlu thit nny of these acin or

The Mayor's power canonly extend 1o’ the ap 8
of officers strictly limitsd {0 thelr nature to the wty,
Certuinly the Court erred in refusing to appoint triers

| ut request ol prisoner's counsel upon the challeuge to

favor., The Legidlstare pussed un net suthorizing
o6 oourt to act a2 trier for favor. It wns further
cluimed that the act wis unconatitutional,

proscribed ab common nw, o Court uf Appeals have
beld that the act of 1872, chaptar 476, empowering the
Court to ack as trier upon challonge for cauks i3 consti-
tuticoal, but leave [t ay open question as to the power
of tho Leglislature to eommit to & jodge thie power 0
#ct os trier for favor.

Judge Grover, in the case of Blokes, clearly intimated
as his opinion that the acoused could suffer no injury
ehould the Coart orr 1o deciding as to the impartialis
of i juror upon & chalienge to cause, becanse after all
the guestion of bis itoess or unfitness Lo serve as a
Juror, whisthir e stood indiferent betwesn the people
am} the accused 18 loft Lo the triers upon tha challenge
to favar,

Assistant District Attorney Rolllns contended |n op-
position that as the law says the General Sessions
Judge may transfer certain casos o the Oyer and Ter-
miner Court the matter was wholly discresionary. As
te the second point the Commussioner of Jurors has
nothiog to do with drawing or selecting jurors. The
law says yho sball Le jurors aud the Commissionor
only says who shall be oxcepred. The law of 1873 al-
lowod the Judge to try o challenge.

THE CASE OF JOHN DOLAN,
After hearing the argument on the application of the

negroes, the Cours listened for an equally long time to |

an applieation for a writ of error and stay of execution
made by Mr, Willism F. Howe on bebalf of Joba Dol
sentenced to be hmgud on the 108h inst. for the murder
of James H. Noe ut bis store ln Gireonwich stroet.  The
application was based substantially on the same
previously presied on beball of the negroes trict
Auorney l'helﬁu, however, in reply to the argument
made by Mr. Howe, urged the suditional pointa that
tho proper way to object to the Graud Jury wis to
move to quaal the indiciment or to aver that certain
mombers of the Grand Jury were itiproper jurors,
Alter hearing the arguments the Coart wok a recess.
The decisiotis ln all the cases were awalted with con-

unds

Eiderable (nterest. At half-past lour o'elock the judges |

ChIne into pourt

Judge Brady rendered the decision of the Court in
the case of Charles Westod, holding that no error bad
been commitied by the Judge on toe trial, aod afirm-
ing the judgment

Chief Justica Davis gave the unanimous opinion of
the Court in the cases of Witllaw Klis and Wililam
Thompwon, wleo holding that thore was no error oom-
mitied, and afirmed the judgment of the Court below.

Counasllor Kintzing subsequently intimated thai he
iniended applying for & wris of error to the Court of
Appeals, which was pow in seskion, ag well a8 lor &
review of the wholo case, in the hq;n of naving a final
decislon rendered belore the 17tk insk, the day fixed
for the exovution.

Judge Daniels rendered the upanimous decigion of
the Court, setting forth that thore wul Do orror com-
mitted by Judge Barrets upon the trie), and refused
the weit of error and stay ol mton. Whateyer
errors, I any, were commitied, wery aot prejudical o
the prisoner,

=S .

TO EHERIFF CONNER.
During business hours yesterday Sherif Conner re-

| pelved the following letter from Governor Tilden ip ro-

lution to the execution of the scutencos of death to be
enforced during Decomber ;—

Srare or Nuw Youx, Execvrive Coaween, |
ALuasy, Nov. 97, 1875

| Witeiaw C. Comsug, Bheril of the county of New

York:—

Em—In relation to the executions to take place m
your county during the coming month the Governor
directa me to call your sttenuon to the statute relating
to that subject, and erpeciully 1o the provision of suo-
tion 2, chapter 258, Laws of 1836, preseribing she per-
gons thit may e permitted to witness the oxecutions,
Heo expects that the stutute will not anly be lweraily
complied with, but that (14 provisions will pot be

evadod by the unueccssary appointment of apecial |

deputien or othorwise,

He deems this caution proper, for the reason that it
has come to hia knuwieage that upon  previous like ve-
cnstons o other States and counties large numbers of
pargous not ullowsd by law to be present have been
potlmlll.uu o wiluess the dyipg sgomies of the erim-
sl

With respoci to the details, which are laft by statate
to your disuretion, the Governor does not doubt that
you will ke every pains to prevegt the recurrence of
thosa shocking steues which 1o some Inalances, in
other States uod counties, hiave withn the present yaur
disgraned the administration of justice und the oficers
coucersed. |am, respeoifuily, yonrs,

CHAS, STEBBINS, Private Becretary.

The kubjoined note-mortom slatemont of James
Reilly, who was knocked down on the 100h ult by »
puaving stome thrown a3 him Ly e man named Joe

| Farrell, who (¢ eull st lirge and belleved to be in

| Brooklyn, wis taken by Corguar Kesslor, st Bellevue
tonded 1o obey the order of the Loard incressing whe |

Hospital, yesterday:—

A man named Joe Farrell straock me on the hoad with
A paving stone, s Foriy-niuth strect, uear whero 1
live, om Wie h of November, The only resson | can
fiu: for his asenult on me Iy that, about an hour belfore,

bad ordered bim out of the place whore | am w
porter.  Defore hie struck me he was behaving in s die-
orderly mauner, fghting with s boy, und, a8 [ could
not wolerate nuch conducy, | ordered him oul of my
ftore.  He went ool, bul remsined watehiog me, and
when he got am opporianity threw the stone as e, 1
offered Bim o violones of provoestion st any btime.
Cannot say what happened (minediasoly afterward,, |
do not expect to rovover from my wound. I am
vwenty-five years old, u pktive of ireiand,

A RAILROAD FREAK.

A freight train coming along tae Erio Raflway, nesr
Glen Roek, on Wednesday evening, met with an acci-
dont in having ome of the trucks under & DOX car

thrown from the track, and the irain ran & distanes of |

about two miles Lo Hawiliorne befure 18 was stopped,
and during shas time the (ruck had ran boiween the
traoks the whole bwo miled on the fronen groumt No
demccy wad doue pod Lo OBe Was (BIured.

It is In de- |
roguiiun of the common law right ol trial by jury aa |

| :\.Hbl'nvj Goneral.
AW to n suggestion that it might be difficult for the |
| prosecution 1o prove & negative in this case—thal is, wo

d by groul’. o apply for lesve
and upon [eave grented to bring the action in every case o
sublle interest, and ales in every other esse (o which setis.
wetory security shall he given to Indemnifly thy ple of
:EI' Siate aguinsi the costs and expensos to be incurred

oreny.

Thn‘,lr;ﬁt section provides that “leave to bring the
action may be granted upon the application of the At-
torpey General, and the Court or Judpe may, at dis
cretion, direct nolice of guch application o be given
to the corporation or itd offierrs previous to granting
t:ch oare and muy hear the corporation in opposition
there

General Barlow sald he thought it perlectly clear
that the charter of the Tammany Soclety could be for-
feited undor the provisions of either the third or the
fifth clanse In ssction 430. The society had forleited
its privilegea by fallure to exerclse Its charitable
powers and xlgo by its exercise of functions whick is
was not incorporated to perform.

When Attorney Genersl, he had ocengion to procosd
againgt two w?urnmnl on tbe Istter ground. One of
thess was the New York Plate Glasa Company, which
was Incorporated under the general act for manuiae-
turing rpurpuu. bub  which began the busi-
ness o inguring  wind inst  breal

The other was the Mutual DBenefit Soalety
of the United States, which was incorporated under
the genoral act reluting to bepevolent orgenizations,
but was found to be substnntially doing a life insurance
business, He bronght sult in che name of the people
againss both of these companies, and in each case ob-
tained & decree dlssolving the corporation om the
ground that it was exercising powers Dot conlerred by
ita charter.

The principle of law was perfectly plain that s corpo-
ravlon organized to do oune thing could not do pome-
thing else entiroly differont. The Tammany Sociaty
was incorporsted for bepevolent purposes, bub, neg-
lecting these, had dovoted it=elf entirely to the munage.-
ment of local politice, It was thercfore legully m&;
of both non-user and misuser of I8 corporate powers,

General Borlow also snggested thst tho members of
the society might be procesded agningt by the Attorney
Genoral of his own motion, under the provisions of
#oction 432 of the Code.  This provides that an action
may be brought by the Attorney General in the name

of its corporste rights, privi-

ide of them. —Lebanon (1) Whig (rep.)

The fecling 15, that the politics of New York have
too long been controlled by m socres society of irre.
sponsible men, who through their secret machinations
have robbed the people of their due influence in tho
management of public affaire —Lebamon ([1L) Whig
(rep.) '

The question is now seriounly di 1 of agking the
Legislature to repeal the charter nnder which Tammauy
Hall was organized, The leading newspapers of New
York regard this ¥ a8 a standing to good
and honest governmerd, and subvarsive of trug demo-
cratio principles —Iwdson (IV. F.) Star (ind.)

The recent election (n New York clearly demonstrated
that not only had the influence of that once powerful
organization (Tammany) passed away, but that the
principles upon which it was founded were not in ac.
cordance with the form of governmens now exisiting
1 this country. — Waskington Chronicle (rep.)

Hers I8 & gocioty, working entirely in socresy, and

was published {n most of the eity newspapoers, had sal-
fiolently shown thess obstructions to warrunt further
inquiry and aclive measures to remedy the evil. For
the purpose of more fully ascertaining the facle, Mr
Solon Bumphreys, chairman of the committes, had ad-

drissed i letter of inquiry to the Anditor of the Canal
Department, which had pot yot been answe but whick
ho hoped would be lully answered before Lhe meoting
of the Leglalatare inJ Y. The Ittee, thore-
fore, asked leave to defor the prescntment of the me-
worial until the regular meeting 10 January next

Un the suggestion of Mr. Willlam E. Dodge the com-
mittes were directed to aycertain from the Canal Auditer
whether the lotter of inquiry had boen received

A draft of u bill to be presented Lo Congrese (or en-
actment wis handed in by Captain Ambrose Spnow,
maging the doposit of ballast or rubbish o the en-
tranco to the harbor of New York an offence punish-
able by = Aine of $260, and makiong the enlorcoment of
thutgmvulon the duty of the Collector of the Port
and the revenue oflcers. The subjoot was referred to
the committes of the Chamber charged with the con-
slderation of questlons of vhis natura,

THE QUMAN DIFFICULTY,

On motlon of Mr, Charles Watrous & epecial com-
niltten of fve was appolnted by the Presid LU con-
slder what effoct the longer eontinuance of the.strug-
gles in Ouba will bave ou the commerce of this coun-
try and to report whaother in their judgment the Cham-
bar should take any steps to memorialize Congress om
this subject. The following gontlemen comprise the
commities:—Charles Watrous, Jose V. Onativia, Lloyd
.u‘FImnH. H. H. Swift and ¥, B. Thurber,

he President, on motion of Mr, Julin P, Henry, was
authorized to uppotnt o delegation of tive to uitend the
third annual Convention of the American Hoard of
Transportation and Commerse, to ba hold st Ohicago on
the Lith tost.  The following gontlemon wers appointed
guch delegatss:—John ¥. Henry, E. R, Durkee, F, B,
Thurbor, Charles Watrons and James 8. Barron.
On behalf of she Bullding Commitiee Mr, Dodge re-
ried that & communication had beon recelved from
Seors of the Treasury stating that a the gow-
eronment no further uss for the old Post oflice site
be woutd recommend its sale.

A communication on the sabject of navigating the
Erie Canal by steam, recelved from Mr. A. J. Marsh
was raferred to the Commities of Intwroal Trade am

for that featurs, If for no other, decidedly obj

able, composed axclustvely of guch mombers as b may
clicose to admii, having no delegated political suthority
whiat , and yet pr Ing to eay to the large
body of democratio volers of New York eitv that they
must vote only for suck did &5 may be
by It.— Washingion Chronicle (rep.)

By acknowledging ihe assumed aotbority of Tam-
many and ylelding ovedience to |is mandates, ihe
democracy have, In pont of lact, for years past, been
disfranchised. — Washiagton Chronicle (rep.)

Il anything more wire noeded o convince the people
ot that city that the seathing rebuke which they have
given it should long ngo have been ad d the

Improv

-2 TR LATH VIOM PRESIDENT.

Mr. Elliot O, Cowdin oftered the (ollowing resolutiom,
ou the death of the late Vico Presidont Wilson, prefus-

Ang them by & few briet sulogistic r o
Hesolved, That the of the Chambor of O
of tho State of New York received the sunouncement of the

Wilson, Vies Prosident of the United Suates,
with fealingn of profound bilisy, This Chamber re-
arkable men which this
and whoss deosass has creatsd &

epecches since made by ita arrogant chief, John Kelly,
would be amply suficiest. With what cool and im-
pudent assurance ho tells them that the eandidutes
“‘whom be offared them™ were superior to those whom
they, “in thelr momentary pasjon,* have elected!—
Washington Ohronicls (rep.)

Whatever may bave been the causy there are but fow
ontaide of its own moembership to regrat ita dowafall, —
Waskington Chronicle (rep.)

If any iation ts ded let the proposed "Com-
mittoe of Bafory” be urged forward, which, it 18 ax.
pected, will onite the best men of the city in one grand
eflort to redeem |t charactor. — Waskington Chronick
rep.)
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Let its charler be repealed as soon as possible, thus
ending {6 miserable career,— Washinglon Chromicle
(rep.)

The Tammany charter is plainly in peril of forfeitars,
Tostead of the repeal by the Legialature of 1878 uf the
set of incorporation—ihe nataral and simplest method—

dings to dissolve the society may be begun by

of mnlgeople of thie State, upon his own infor or
upon he compiaint of any privata party, when noy asso-
ciation or number of persons shall wct within this State
as & corporation without being duly meorporaded.

He thought that soit might be brooght ugninst the
sachemy and other members of Tammany onder this
enactment, eaying thit whon they set up the charter of
1800 ok & defence the reply would be that it did not in
curporste them to conduct the business in which they
aro sngaged.

Anothier prominent lawyor, however, who wished to
hinve his name withheld, did not think that this mode
"LP'M\“ wouid be guccesstul. He sald that the
only proper mothiod was a sult under the provistons of
moetlon 430, on tho ground of misuser or pon-user,
Under the month College decigton, which had been
reaflirrosd  again and agein, the Legisisture bad oo
power it the matter.

Judge Enoch L. Fanchor, after examining the Tam-
many charter aud referriog to autborities, expressed
the onlnion that the chinrter was legally forfeltable on
both grounds—non-periormance and misuser. He cited
the following ﬂ-mn in Abboil's “Digest of the Law of
Corporations

A notvperiormance of the conditions of the net of ineo
rulion be per oe a misusar 1hes will forfeis tbe grant
same principles of forfeitors on faiiure to parform conditiovs
whiich are spplicable to the cass of grants w individanis are

to ba applied o grants of corp power by the act of jucaor-
peration,

A d te thin st t ol the lnw is & reference,
among other o the fon of the 8

CABES,

Court of this State 10 1840 in the master of the Peopls .
agningt The Kingston and Middletown Turnpike Com-

pany, 23 Wendell, 185 The apinion of the Court In thia

caps wing rendered by Uhlef Justice Nelson, who de-

clared that a non-performance of the conditions of an

sct of incorporation was a misuser which would forfeit

the grant evon at common law,

Mr. Auptin Abbott, when lpFu!d to on the subject,
#aid thal he was not mﬂmmmﬂlm with the (acts
of this case to give an unguall opinion of (ts merits
If, however, the fact could be established that the Tam-
many Soclety, tncorporated as & benevolent organza-
tion, had entirely consed to be one, its charter could be
forfeited. Negleot to exerclae (L5 powers was oot a
furfoitnre per ge.  The romedy Iny in the courts,
through an notlon insttuled by the Attorney General
Undoer the declgion in the Dartmouth College case a
eharter granted before 1827 conld not Le repealed by
the Legmslature,

Mr. Nolson J. Waterbury, ex-Grand Sachem of the
Tammany Soclety, declined o express an opinion as o
the Iagal grounds for taking away the charter. When
meked Lhe question of fuct, whetber, throughout his
connection with the order, be had cver known it w ex-
ercien Wbe functions of a cliaritable society, he algo da-
clined 1o anewer. Ho xaid that while entirely opposed
to the present lgtbm of role in Tammany Ha I, and
belleving that the & |G it b d be
by popuiar vote, he saw no reason why the demotrutle
party of this city, with a reformed izntion,
shonld not retain the Tammany bullding in Fourteenth
pireot af ita headguarters, He therslore did not wish
to be quoted us saying anything which might tond o s
conlnw resulL

Mr, Wheeler H, Peckham said that be was not familiar
enoagh with the (acts 1o give an opiuion &g 1o the prob-
ablo success of a #nit W deprive Tammany Hall of ita
churter, The prinaiple of law iuvelved was vory olear,
bowever, The statutes provided that the rights and
privileges of any private corporation could be forfeited
upon s failure for s year Lo exerciee 6 corporaie
powers,  If iy could be proved thiat the Tammany Socl-
ety, havipg been incorporated polely for benevoleut
purpones, bad wholly noglocked to carry shem oat for &
number of yeara, & deeree of dissolution could be ob-
urmld by froper legal proctedings in belwif of she
peapia,

It wup suggested by anothier lawyer that, while the
Loglalature hsd no direet power in tho case, it might
Appolat & cominittes of Inguiry o examine the quastion
whether good grounds exigted (or s forfeitars of the
charwer,

I might be j

1 lmyug the fucie belore the

prove that the society is pol in any respect of o baneve-
lent uhuum—anmzur member of the Bar said that be
thooght suflieient ovidence could bo obtained on thia
point by summoning the offoars of the sociely au wit-
nDeshen,

Ex-Lisutenant Governor Stewart L. Woodfurd, of the
law firm of Arnoux, Ritch & Woodlord, sald that If §t
could be proved shat the Tammany Sculoly bad pracel-
cally ceaped to ba a charvitable society, b soemed to
him that m competent court, on application doly made,
would deores (ts dissolution for the oF non. uker
of is functions. He reiarked that of course be could

L A

Attornay General Fuirchild when he comes into office
pext month. Mr. Fairchild will have no dificalty in
proving that this soclety, which is charitable in theory:
is ouly polttical tn practice.—New Fork Eveming Post
(rep.)

TAMMANY GENERAL COMMITTEE.

The Ta y Hall G I U i hald its regu-
lar monthly meeting last evening, with Mr. Abram 8.
Hewits premding. The attend of b was
quite large. The repori of the tremsurer showed a
balance on hand of §1,133 68, A commities of threa
wis appointed 10 andit the treasarer's sccount and to
report st the first meoting of the next General Com.
mittea. Mr, Augustus Schell, Duniap nnd Mr.
Thomas G;}operh(:mpbell were named by tho Chair as

b such & i

LIBEEAL REPUBLICANS.

—_—

The Liberal Republican General Committes mob jnst
night at No. 1266 Broadway, with Mr. B. F. Manierre
in the chair, R wore adopted calling Assem-
bly disirici moelings on Monday, December 27, to
eloct delegates to the General Committes and officers
of the respective distriets for the nexi year, *
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YOR BEFEDWDING OHILDREN AND
GIRLS.

The ladies’ fair 11 4id of the Association for Befriend-
ing Children and Yong Girls ia still In progress at No,
48 Union squars, unde yhe tof Rev. Father
Preston and sue 18d) managers of the home. The
relics from the Italian Jopvent still continue to be
objects of great interest » those who are femiliar with
the troubles of the Holy es. The fair will remaim
open untll the Tth lust., fros glaven o'clock A. M. to
ten o'clock P. M. mﬁ:f‘mﬂhﬂlu |taalf should

ma
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misery ol the destilula.

The Indies’ falr now in

TOUNG

A STRANGE FREAK,

Mise Barah Ward, sged aboul twenly-elght years,
daughter of Judgo Ward, of St, Paul’s avemus, Tomp.
kinsville, Btaten laland (donor of the land on which Bt
Panl's Memorial church in built), visited a New York
dentist on Monday last to have some teeih extracted,
aud took langhing gas, Bhe romained under the influ.
ence of the gaa for & considerable lime, and when ghe
finally rocovered the idea seema to have siruck her
that It would be agood joke to frighten her folks at
home by telegraphing to the Rev, A. N. Etanley, rector
of B Paul's, that she was dend. 8he accordiogly sent
o despatch to the rector, who was preaching st the
timo in observance of 8L Andrew's Day, that she had
died from the effects of inhaling laughing gae. The
startling amnouscement caused great conslernation
wnong the congregation, the young lady being well
known to them wall. The pervices were at once eon.
cloded, and word was sent to her tather, who hastened
to the dentist's of bustness, where be wan sur-

rised an well ag overjoyed vo learn that his daughter
Eul but & shiort time previously left for home in oxeel-
lent health. When naked by hor parenis what indoced
her to send such & despatch shie said that she did 1 for
fum.

LORG ISLAND FISHERIES,

This ina beon a busy ecason with the Bridgahampton
fishermen. During the month of November the bass
fishing companies did not caich as many as in some
former seasons, bul some good hauls were mada.  Cap-

Thon, if tho report wan in the afirmative, a |

| eanght another ton ut the inlet of Mecox Hay.
| the bay, with the pounds, gill nets and fykos,

| besides many perch and

tain Charies A. Ludlow's eompany canght a ton inone
morning, worth in New York abont $250, and & faw
days afterward Captiin Jutien Benoeil's eompany
probably
mare than a ton of Oatfish are eaptured evary nighs,
bass, Rose's company
catght 500 basa in Hay Ground Croek, and on ihe same
day Heary Cook un;‘l #00 perch In Sagg Pond.

HOBOKEN'S EDUCATED FPEOFLE

The letter carriers sttached to the Hoboken Pust

(iMoo report their business for the month of November
as follows :—Lattars dolivered, 20,940; tal sarda de-
liversd, 4,110, papers dnunrel.‘i 108" E-mu cullecied,
7,774, pontal cardu collooted, AV

Mr. 8 J. Glamsy offored m rogolotion, which was | sireet, has thus far pro o Indies of
| ly ad ,‘,‘,‘ doruing the xppoi of a | the parigh have made uuusual exeligns Lo make the
eommission by Govornor Tilden to propose changes in | falr sttractive  There M a large ashrimant of uselul
the government of eitien, and ornamental articles displsyed 4  (he warious
General Cochrane mw s resolotlon eulogizing | tables, but the table named “‘Urhiing! attencts
the late Vice Prosidont Wilson. After its \ Bl , by reason of the boautifal
adoption the committes adjourued. | hands of

ecimens ol noodlework made by the s
MM nuns, whose convent Slands gxi door Lo

the church. A photograph of the pastor 0lhs ohureh
in pastille, executed by one of the n & i perfoch
likeuess and & very fine specimen of vha of work.

RELIEF FOR INDIGENT FENALES,

The sixty-second anonal meeting of the Asscistion
for the Relief of Indigent Aged Females was had yes-
torday alterncon ad the asylum, No. 220 East Twen-
tieth siroot. The monual report waa read to th in-
mates, sad showed the Institution to be In a goodeon-
diddon, several improvemonts having been mado duing
tbe past year, The report of the Treasurer, Mr. K.8.
Junes, stated that the total sxpenditures of the yar
had h-:n'ru.ue 49, there s1ill being & balance in bank
1o the it of the institution of L

The following Board of lln.?omnm for the ensuing

eAr Was inted :—Mra A. Glllow, First Directress;
Lll. Ww. Vermliys, Second Directroas; Edward B
Innes, Troasurer; Mra A T Anderson, Asslstant
Treasurer; Mra. 8. M, Bocklny, Register,

The following are the members of the Boara of Man.

nn-hw' Y :rg wnmu cwlu"o“'i
Che , Mra . Morgan, 3

%T'w ﬁl'n, :mnn Buydam, Mrs n.";. MeCork
Mra i B Inoes, Mra O, Minton, Miss Dessie
B",l'nm Mizs Annis lnnes and Mrs ¥, L. aomrﬁ.

& old Iadion were then addrossad by the Hev. Dr,
Tyng, who spoke st some length on carver of the
o

tution.

PEOULIAR SUIOIDE IN HOBOKEN,

Henry D, Schreiber, aged Afly, employed in & cloth
plore as salesman Ia this city, hung bimsell on Wednes.
duy uight at hin residence, at No, 172 Park avenue, He-
boken. He chose the epportunity, while his wife was
ous for &« walk with his landiady, 1o put an end to his
life. Ho procured & shord cloibes line, ona end of
which ho tied 80 the outer handls of l;'a door of his

ment and throw tha rest inside the room, clowl
mur. He then made a mmoge with the olher mﬁu
sho rope, placed bin head lnside W, sod, by gatherin
op bie limbs, hung himselL When his wite rets

# found his body aa above describod, but not yob
cold. Bbe seraamed for help, and assistance soon caine,
bul life was extinet,

The Coromar has notified the County Physieian, and
a0 inguest willbe hold.  The deceasod, hin wile
wi subject to fits of melanoholy, and [t was don!
whiln in one of thess moods that e took his lifs, It
wid only yeatorday that Wia nolice wars sotifind af the

ecCouUrTence




